
eased portion of the spinal column and the brain, through nearly the
whole length of the spine. S. B. Carpenter.

Newton, Ms. March 15, 1836.

CHILD-BIRTH CONVULSIONS
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Sir,—I have taken a hasty sketch of the following case of midwifery,
and forwarded the same to you—not with the expectation of furnishing
the medical world with anything new, but merely as affording one more

evidence, to those already on record, of the safety, if not the propriety,
of sometimes deviating from the formal rules of long-established practice ;
and which you are at liberty to dispose of as you may think proper.

Caleb Bannister., Phelps,N. Y. Feb. 20, 1836.Phelps, N. Y. Feb. 20, 1836.

Mrs. M-, of large stature, and full and robust habit, aged 42, was
taken in labor on the morning of the 21st of Sept. last, with her 14th
child. On the evening of the same day I was called to her, and found
her laboring under hard and frequent pains, together with severe convul-
sions. An examination per vaginam was immediately made ; the os uteri
was found to be amply dilated, and the membranes protruding, but no
part of the' foetus could be felt through them. The patient refused to be
bled, so I proceeded immediately to introduce the hand into the uterus,
in order to ascertain the presenting part. At this period, the convulsions
and the violence of the pains, together with the evident unfavorable pre-
sentation of the child, gave to the case an aspect that was to me appall-
ing indeed. On introducing the hand, my previous fears were all con-
firmed, for, to my sorrow, the first part encountered was the shoulder.
The waters were of course gradually discharging—the contractions of
uterus were violent—the symptoms of repeated convulsions alarming,&c. I was so far enabled to raise the shoulder, between the pains, as
to pass the hand, but could not pass it so as to obtain the feet, owing to
the violence of the pains, and soon was convinced that I should be oblig-ed to withdraw it without effecting my object, the turning of the child.
Making a virtue of necessity, therefore, I resolved to make the attempt
to cause the head to advance in place of the shoulder, and was not a little
surprised, as well as gratified, to find that I succeeded so easily—and
which was clone by raising the shoulder so as to pass the hand by it, slip-
ping it around the head, and holding ¡tin as favorable a position as cir-
cumstanceswould allow, until the accession of a pain, and then gradually
withdrawing it. The head dropped and rested upon the pelvis, and the
shoulder was not to be felt. I sat awhile with the pleasing expectation
that a very few pains would safely relieve my patient from her perilous
situation. The pains, however, instantly subsided, and she remained
perfectly free from them for the space of thirteen hours. During this
period of anxious suspense, she had no return of the convulsions, but
was troubled with alternate and severe ague chills, and fever, and her
appearance was truly frightful. Waiting, however, with as much pa-
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tierice as I was enabled to exert, the above length of time, the pains re-

turned, and she was speedily and safely delivered of a very large and
healthy child, and her recovery was favorable.

BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, MARCH 23, 1836

MACKINTOSH'S PRACTICE OF PHYSIC.«

The favor with which this work has been regarded in England, might be
inferred from the fact that, notwithstanding the many treatises on this
subject which the medical press of that country has furnished, it has al-
ready within a few years passed through three editions. The distinguish-
ed and deserved celebrity of the author on this side of the Allanlic, would
certainly justify its appearance in an American dress—particularly as it
was the design of its able editor, by notes and alterations, to adapt it to
the practice of our own country. The reader will not fail at once to
subscribe to the simplicity of the author's classification of diseases, which
in our opinion is no unimportant part of a compendium of practice ; and
at the present day of fast multiplying works of this character, the arrange-
ment is almost the only real and essential distinction between them. That
of this writer is one that would naturally suggest itself to the mind of the
practical physician ; as avoiding on the one hand that labored and nicely
scientific arrangement, that brings diseases into a fellowship acknowledg-
ed no where but in a nosological table, and on the other free from that
disorderly or merely alphabetical system that characterize the works of
"domestic medicine." In his history of the doctrines that have been
held on the subject of inflammation, the author has a common condem-
natory verdict, that all are guilty of confounding cause and effect, a sin
that might safely be laid to the charge of a great portion of the medical
observers of the present day. He however wisely concludes to leave
anatomy and physiology to settle certain disputed points, before this "ter-
ra incognita " can be safely invaded. A prominent characteristic of the
work, is that in connection with rich learning, and the results of acute
and long-continued observation of disease therein manifested, there are
strewed throughout the volume some excellent treats of common sense—
so much of a " rara avis " among medical theorists, that we delight to no-
tice them. This is strikingly displayed in that portion of the work on the
causes of inflammation. What medical student that has not felt himself
in the region of mysticism when plodding over causes proximate and re-

mote, exciting and predisposing, and when bringing his knowledge to the
elucidation of any specific disease, compelled to call the symptoms the
disease, and the disease the proximate cause ? How much does it aid
the medical student in understanding hooping cough, to bo told in our

text-books that among many of its predisposing causes is a "serous tem-

perament " or " a disposition to catarrhal affections " ? This work is in
an eminent degree practical, bearing the impress of a mind accustomed and

* Mackintosh's Principles of Pathology and Fiaclice of rhysic, with Notes nnd Alterations by
B. G. Morton, M.D. Phil, edit,
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